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S"'.*tL D"I Bapdst Hi"t"ri..l Society

(l'"o"por.t.J, St.t" of N.r" J"t""r', 1916)

R"-. i\11.", i\. Roge"", P""riJeot

R"o" C. H..*o. Di"Li."o., T""..r"""
j\li"' E ulo;' St. Jol,", LiL'u"i..

nrillia:n T. Voyce
jL23 Bowdoln Street
Des i{oines, f owa 503L3

Dear Mr. Voyce:

Aprii 17, 1969

I a:r encl-osing tne foll-o'n'ing photoeopies which you
requested l --

S.l.S. L'ienoriaf. .
of the ?iscata'*ay €hurch, or8,

in 1705. An error has been made in cop;ring or quoting apparently.
The orj-gina1 reads -- The Church of Christ. It does not use the term
Church of God. I enclose a copy of a page taken from the priginal
record.s. Almost without exception each record"ing in the early days
began with these.,+orCs: -- "The church of Christ keeping the command-
ments of God and the faith of Jesus Christ living i-n Piscata'.^iay &
iiopewell in the province of New Jersex being assembledi ivith one
aecord-. . ll a*n

S.D.3. i'{emori-al. Vol.2. paqe 150.
Yo*-,fi-llliia tire phrase - ". .take charge of the ehurch

God dwelling in Shrewsbury. . .tt The phrase or term "church of
as used here tloes not d.enote or specify a specific denomination
that n2me. R.ather it refers to a Christian thurch.

Ilistorlr of S.D.B's in i{est Virqinia. p. lQ
Thre cnarge given Jacob Davis.

"I charge thee iefore God and" the lord Jesus Christ, that thou take
charge of tire church of Christ d'.relling at Shrewsbury, preach the
,"Iorc- in and anongst them. . ' "

iiistortr of S.D.3's in i'lest Vireinla. p. ?O
lisbury and i{i-d'd1eto}rn 1n the

obser.v.ance of God.'s Holy Sanctified. Sabbath. ." You will find the
prlrase cnurch of God - in the last line. Again this ooes not
ind.icate a denominational narne.

, P. L63
rY of what took Place at the 1B0B

General Conference. let ne say that this letter was written by Con-
f"r""c" to --rlTo the Seventh Qay Baptist Church resicling on the west
Fork of the iionongahela River'.' ,iThe Eld.ers, "tessengers, ano. iJretnrent
composing the Sab6atarian General uonferencer rlow sitting in Hopkinton,
Staie of"Rhode-Island, to the beventh Day 3apfist Uhurch, or the r.rest

Eork_qf.,the_rlrqppesahela R.iver, Iiar.rison county, State of Yirginia --Sen{leo-tn Gre€Tln$;1f

S.'..,1' D.y B.pti"t B'ilJ;"g, 510 \f"t.Lorg Ao."", Pk"f;JJ, N"*_J."""y
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07061

of
God"
by

Property of W
 & P Voyce, C

/O A.Peshevski



p
The 'rBaptists" rnentioned in this 'l-etter of iB08 wele not

qbserwers of ;fi;-;;;.";h'-D;t--'ont-*"re wnat ire d'esignate as FiFt )ay
Saptrsts.

I send a photocopy of the tetter as it appears in the o1d mj-nutes
of 1808.

Sevent ope & Arerica, p. L75
T e: -I do-not know why

this partieular letter was chosen by Aurbassador College, Perhaps it is
the reference to the "FanaticaL.&. uni.rorthy obserwers of the Seventh-day"
which is found in the l-ast paragraph. Perhaps the complete letter will
make this clear. Dr. tsurnside lived in England.

You mention Dr. Meade's book. "ie 
have had coryespondence i+ith

Dr. Meade in the past. I{e and otners have used as their souree material-
on the Church of God \seventh Day) a government lanphlet Census of
Religious Bod.ies: L936, volume 1i, pait l-, U.S.Depaitnent of Commerce'
sureau of Census, 1941. The article on the origin and hj-story of the
Church of God (Seventh D*y) found in this paropklet was furnished by
A.l{.Dugger. The Census Bureau has confirmed this fact. This is the
souree of all the confusion. The research uepartnnt of incyclopedia
Britanniea have used this article in the past, also. '

I believe f have already told you the following. I repeat it
here, however.

A.N.Dugger was an aetlve,.iorker in the Churce of God (Adventist)
whose head.quarters were at Sianberry, i{o. At,one tj-me he was eoitor
of their pJper - Sabbatii Ad.vocate. IIe hias an "overseer", presid.ent of
their confeience, and al-so at one time treasurer. A quarrel broke out,
1n that group and illr. Dugger with some otaers witnd.rew. They left
Stanberuy dmd tn L91'1 set up wha-t tney termed "headquarteqs'i _in Salem,
iri.Va. That was in 1433" i{-ow the Seventh Day tsaptists hadiS-church in
Salem, ',{. Va., sinc6-fT9O, at least. The oJ-d Shrewsbury cliurch had noved
as a ehurch. bocry to ?iestern Virgj-nia in 1789. They settled in western
Yirginj-a and cailed, their settlenent "New Saihem". tie have the original
record. boo,c j-n our aahhives. There is a col]-ege in the tourn or ci-ty of
Ba]em which was established by Seventh JJay Saptists in the 1900's. It
nas fj-rst an acad.eny (organized IESg). In the ariicAA. he prepared for
the Religious Censu-s of 1936, ne cal1s thj-s early_Shrisbu54 Churcir a
Church oi Coa. In fact he takes over Seventh Day Baptftt nistoryr and
some Sebenth Day Adventist llistory.

The Seventh Day Adventists first called our attention to this
article, and representatives from both denomihations sent letters of proae
test to the Census Sureau. They rrrere assured that corrections would
be mad-e j-n the next census whieh was to be taken in 1946. However, no
pamphlet has been published by ths Bureau since then.

In 1961 f cane across a historlr of the Shurch of God' (seventh
(lay) which it was stated - was prepared by the Research Department
of Britannica. I innediately r^rrote to then, as well as to the Census
Bureau. f also notified the editor of "Reviei.r and l{era}d.'f He made a
personal visit to Britannica. I enclose a copy of a ketter which he
sent me in August, 1951-.
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I have had no coryespondence with-i{erbert Arnstr.ong. i{e na-r
liave been a ninister j-n the Chu-rcir of God (Seventh Da1,')."I have iro
reason to doubt his word.. I 4o kncw, however, that tLe denomination
Fog*t tocay as church of God (seventh Day) or seventh Da}' church of
God was not in existen€e as a distinct Clnominatj_on by that name whenthe fiBst Se-renth Day tsaptist Church 1n Anerrca was c6nstituteC inNe'*nori, R.f., in 167L" I also know that the phr.ase or term one fj-ndsin the Sible church of God, cr chureh of Chriit - even if written
Uhurch of God or Chureh of Christ - I knor,r this teru d.oes not stand. forspecific denomination as we knorr denominations today. rt stands for tireChristi-an Cnurch out of which have come Baptj-sts, lt;ihodis;;;--F;e;;;-
terians, etc.

^ Y9g say you have the Year Book of churches. r senc you a copyof page 11 and page 12 for L923. Read what it states concer.ning
Cnureh of God., Adventist. ltrote the nnme of A.N. Dugger. I[ote Theparagraph und.er l{istory.

The minutes of our General Conference do nct indicate any op-positlon to the teln or natne "Seventh Day Baptist General- Confer-encb.nPreviously it had been wriiten- Sabbatarlan baptist Conference. Our
churches are first of/" aLL "Baptist"_churehes. i{e are distinguished
from other raptists, or the Body of Baptists - by the observaiee of
seventh day as our Sabbath. Al-l- but two menbers of the fisst Seventh
Bay B3p1is1 Church on Amerj-ca - r,rere menbers of F13s1 Dav santist -

Church i-n Newpori - generallly spoken of as'fDr. Ciarke'L Ctri.rctr."

A great many of our S"D.B. crrurches have in their offici6.1
narne -- the phrase -- The Seventh Day Bs_1ist Church of Christ.

Vers truly vol""fi3w^)gm
(u:.ss)Evalois

P.S. The old S.D.B. Cirurch of Piscataway, lJ.J., organized in L7O5,
used the n:'me -- The Sabbatarian Chu;'ch of Christ, or sometimes we
note The Church of Christ in PLscataway keeping the seventh dal' 1o"
a Sabbath"
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